intolerance among the followers of Christ. It took several decades of atrocities, the
compulsions of the emerging economic system and the dawn of the Age of
Enlightenment to convince the religious and political leaders of Christendom about
the wisdom of the dictum of Jesus : "Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and unto
God what is God's". Secularism, that is, separation of religion from statecraft, became
the order of the day progressively from the eighteenth century.

Simultaneously, different churches launched missionary institutions to render
social service, to spread their versions of the gospel in other lands and to convert
the peoples of Asia and Africa, professedly 'to save their souls'. The empire-building
exercises of European powers lent valuable support to the evangelists. The latter
in turn provided moral support to the expanding European rulers in their pursuit of
slave trade and other questionable practices during the 17th and 18th centuries. '
Thus Christianity established its presence in all the continents.

Over the centuries the followers of Christ set up different sects and denominations
for reasons of theology, rituals or even simple factors like origin and location.
However, a remarkable event has occured in the twentieth century, the formation of
the World Council of Churches. This Council promotes inter-denominational
dialogue among the protestants. In the Catholic church too a similar trend has
begun. The Vatican Council has recently introduced long-awaited changes heralding
openness towards other denominations and religions. Thus Ecumenism has become
a movement. Several affiliates of the World Council of Churches have embarked on
dialogues with other religions. This is due partly to the reassessment of the spiritual
experiences of other religions and partly to the increasing resistance of the followers
of other religions and their political authorities.

It is appropriate to take a brief note of how Christianity spread in India. It predates
the spread of the faith in Europe. The first Indian Christians were called the "Syrian
Christians" of Kerala who owe their origin to Nestorian Christianity brought to India
in the first or second century A.D. Later, the Portuguese brought the Roman Catholic
faith to Bombay, Goa and Cochin. Still later, the protestant form of Christianity grew
after an English missionary, William Carey translated the Bible into Bengali, Sanskrit
and other languages at Serampore (a Danish territory in Bengal) with the help of a
team of scholars, Indian and foreign.

While the number converted to Christianity was not large, the evangelists had
indirect but profound effects. Their criticism led to the ^interpretation of Hinduism
and Islam by men like Ram Mohan Roy and Syed Ahmed Khan, It must be
remembered that the early Indian Christian leaders like W.C. Bonnerji, Narayan
Vaman Tilak, Pandita Remabai and K.T. Paul, were both nationalists and social
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